in history, criticism, and politicks, had considerable merit1. He was the first English historian who had recourse to that ati then tick source of information, the Parliamentary Journals ; and such was the power of his political pen, that, at an early period, Government thought it worth their while to keep it quiet by a pension, which he enjoyed till his death. Johnson esteemed him enough to wish that his life should be written3. The debates in Parliament, which were brought home and digested
Case of Authors by Profession. Cent. Mag. xxviii. 130. Guthrie applies the term to himself in the letter below.
' How much poetry he wrote, I know not : but he informed me, that he was the authour of the beautiful little piece, The Eagle and Robin Redbreast, in the collection of poems entitled The Union, though it is there said to be written by Archibald Scott, before the year 1600. BOS-WELL. Mr. P. Cunning-ham has seen a letter of Jos. Warton's which states that this poem was written by his brother Tom, who edited .the volume. CKOICKR.
3 Ur. A. Carlyle in his Autobiography (p. 191) describes a curious scene that he witnessed in the British Coffee-house. A Captain Cheap 'was employed by Lord Anson to look out for a proper person to write his voyage. Cheap had a predilection for his countrymen, and having heard of Guthrie, he had come down to the coffee-house to inquire about him. Not long after Cheap had sat down, Guthrie arrived, dressed in laced clothes, and talking loud to everybody, and soon fell awrangling with a gentleman about tragedy and comedy and the unities, &c., and laid down the law of the drama in a peremptory manner, supporting his arguments with cursing and swearing. I saw Cheap was astonished, when, going to the bar, he asked who this was, and finding it was
Guthrie he paid his coffee and slunk off in silence.' Guthrie's meanness is shown by the following letter in D'Israeli's Calamities of Authors, i. 5:—
'June 3, 1762..
' My Lord,
' In the year 1745-6 Mr. Pel-ham, then First Lord of the Treasury, acquainted me that it was his Majesty's pleasure I should receive till better provided for, which never has happened, aoo/. a year, to be paid by him and his successors in the Treasury. I was satisfied with the august name made use of, and the appointment has been regularly and quarterly paid me ever since. 1 have been equally punctual in doing the Government all the services that fell within my abilities or sphere of life, especially in those critical situations that call for unanimity in the service of the Crown.
'Your Lordship may possibly now suspect that I am an Author by profession ; you are not deceived ; and will be less so, if you believe that I am disposed to serve his Majesty under your Lordship's future patronage and protection with greater zeal, if possible, than ever,
'I have the honour to be
' My Lord &c. 'WILLIAM GUTHRIE.'
The Jord's. name is not given. See post, spring of 1768, and 1780 in Mr. Langton's Collection for further mention of Guthrie.
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